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Central Solar Power
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solar electricity projects of 2 megawatts or
larger



Costs
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long-term cost stablility of solar provides an
iIncreasingly critical hedge for consumers
against fossil price volatility

I Costs In the solar industry are projected to
continue declining

I Costs for conventional power are projected to
continue to increase



Environmental Benefits

A Solar can play an increasingly important role
In providing clean, cost-competitive electricity
for Colorado and the nation

I Critical for meeting climate goals on state and,
soon, national levels

I CSP can generate electricity with no carbon
emissions



Policy Certainty

A All energy industries require policy certainty

A What do solar and renewable energy
Industries need?
I Long-term federal tax policy certainty
I Long-term property and sales tax exclusions
I Certainty in climate policy
I Certainty in siting laws, policies and regulations
I Continued and even greater RPS targets



Transmission

A Large-scale solar requires modern

transmission policies, and Colorado is

beginning to assume leadership in this area:

I SB0/7-100
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ASB 91 Task Force report and follow-on work

I PUC dockets and workshops
A07A-421E
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Regional Transmission

A Colorado must be part of a region-wide
transmission network
A Regional efforts:

I WGA WREZ, numerous regional and subregional
transmission planning venues

A Federal efforts:

I FERC initiatives (e.g., Order 890), federal
legislation (e.g., EPAct 2005)



Popular Support for Renewables

2 November 2004:

Colorado voters
endorse renewable
energy portfolio
standard by 54-46%
vote.
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state overall with RPS



Popular Support for Renewables
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Popular Support for Renewables

From July 2008 Quinnipiac University poll of likely Colorado voters:
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dependent on foreign oil - A) building new nuclear power plants, B) drilling offshore
and in Alaska, C) developing renewable energy sources like solar power, wind power

and biofuels, D) releasing oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve or E) mandating
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A) Nuclear

9% 11%
power

B) Drilling

C) Renewable

energy
D) Strategic
Reserve
E) High
mileage cars

DK/NA

Question 22 from July 14 ¢ 22, Quinnipiac University Poll, conducted 14-22 July 2008 with
1,425 Colorado likely voters in partnership with The Wall Street Journal and
washingtonpost.com. Survey has a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percent. Survey data available
at http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x1284.xml?ReleaselD=1195&What=&strArea=;&strTime=0
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Popular Support for Renewables

From July 2008 Quinnipiac University poll of likely Colorado voters:
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Focus more on development of new sources of oil, natural gas, or nuclear power

which some say could be a risk to the environment or Focus more on wind, solar, and
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Oil/Gas/Nuclear = 36% 55% 18% 32% 47% 26% 37%

Wind/Solar/Bio 55 36

DK/NA 9 10

Question 24 from July 14 ¢ 22, Quinnipiac University Poll, conducted 14-22 July 2008 with
1,425 Colorado likely voters in partnership with The Wall Street Journal and
washingtonpost.com. Survey has a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percent. Survey data available
at http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x1284.xml?ReleaselD=1195&What=&strArea=;&strTime=0



Popular Support for Renewables

Town meetings burn with bright ideas
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What can Utility-scale Solar
do for Colorado?

Abengoa Solar: Scott Frier

Ausra: Holly Gordon

Brightsource Energy: Arthur Haubenstock
OptiSolar: Greg Blue

SunEdison: Rick Gilliam and Matt Ricci

The material to be presented today is background material
and should not be quoted. Presenters will be available for
press gquestions after presentations.



Thank you!

Craig Cox
Interwest Energy Alliance

303-679-9331


mailto:cox@interwest.org
http://www.interwest.org/

